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To  the  Chaiman  and  Members 

of  the  BIGGLESWADE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1971. 

The  Vital  Statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 
and  the  Administrative  County.  ThoCauses  of  Death  table  repeats  a familiar 
pattern.  Of  109  deaths,  80  were  in  respect  of  persons  sixy-five  years  of, 
age  and  over.  50  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  duo  to  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases,  24  to  cancer,  including  6 of  lung  cancer  in  males,  and  14  to  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  system. 

Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  and  Local  Government  is 
planned  to  take  place  on  1st  April,  1974.  It  may  bo  appropriate,  therefore, 
to  include  in  this  Introduction  one  or  two  points  which  arise. 

On  the  1st  April,  1974  there  will  be  for  the  whole  of  geographical 
Bedfordshire:  (a)  one  County  Council,  and  in  its  area  there  will  be  a number 
of  District  Councils,  and  (b)  one  Area  Health  Authority,  which  will  bo  operationally 
responsible  for  all  the  National  Health  Services  now  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  the  Executive  Council  and  the  throe  Hospital  Management  Committees 
in  Bedfordshire. 

As  the  very  recently  published  White  Paper  points  out,  collaboration 
between  the  new  County  Council  and  the  Area  Health  Authority  will  be  essential. 

The  former  body  will  be  responsible  for  the  Education  and  Personal  Social 
Services  and  the  latter  for  the  National  Health  Services  and  there  is  scope 
for  much  collaboration  between  them  in  the  use  of  premises  and  staff.  As  an 
example,  the  Area  Health  Authority  will  have  in  its  employment  doctors,  dental 
surgeons  and  nurses  who  can  be  made  available  for  work  in  the  Education  and 
Personal  Social  Services. 

Collaboration  would  also  be  valuable  between  the  Area  Health  Authority 
and  the  District  Councils,  and  one  way  in  which  it  could  express  itself  would 
be  for  the  District  Councils  to  appoint  as  medical  advisers  ("proper  officers") 
doctors  employed  as  Community  Physicians  by  the  Area  Health  Authority  at 
Hospital  District  level.  The  experience  of  most  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  County  Districts  who  are  also  engaged  in  County  Council  work,  is  that  such 
an  appointment  would  be  most  likely  to  provide  the  best  services  for  the  residents 
of  the  area. 

In  the  text  of  the  report  I have  mentioned  some  of  the  services  provided 
by  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority.  All  these  have  a beneficial 
influence  on  the  health  of  people,  and  in  that  respect  can  be  placed  alongside 
the  duties  of  County  Districts  in  regard  to  the  environment.  In  fact,  joint 
action  by  officers  of  County  Council  and  District  Council  is  often  necessary, 
and  I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  his  staff  in  matters  of  mutual  concern. 

In  conclusion,  I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration 
they  have  shown  me  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for 
their  ready  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.C.V.  Brothwood, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  4,647 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
home  population  mid-year  1971  9,630 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  3,420 

Rateable  value  as  at  31st 

December,  1971  £ 475,320 

Sun  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £ 4,660 


2.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Biggleswade  is  a country  market  town 
and  is  the  centre  of  a rich  agricultural 
and  horticultural  area. 

There  is  a substantial  amount  of  light 
industry. 
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3.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

01 

-Ms. 

91 

a 

172 

-JL 

TOTALS 

85 

94 

179 

Crude  Birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  population  ..  • 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  population  .. 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ••  ••  . « • 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

—— 

- -- 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

f*  • CO  • 

Stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  district 

59 

50 

109 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

• • 

o • 

11.3 

Area  comparability  Factor 

0 0 

• • 

0.04 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000 

Homo  Population 

• • 

• 0 

9.5 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

• • 

• • 

11  «•  6 

Deaths  from  disease  and  accidents 
of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

• • 

• 9 

NIL 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  3-3 

Illegitinate  - - - 

TOTALS  3-3 

Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  17.0 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ••  . ••  18.0 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under ..  17.0 

4 tfeeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths . 11.0 

under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

Per-natal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  end  22.0 

deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

Pori-natal  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales  22.0 


STATISTICAL  TABLE  1962  - 1971. 


l 

DEATH 

RATE 

BIRTH 

RATE 

INFANT 

MORTALITY  RATE 

Year 

Biggleswade  England 
Urban  cb  Wales 

Biggleswade  England 
Urban  & Wales 

Biggleswade  England 

Urban  & Weles 

1962 

10.5 

11.9 

14.5 

18.0 

23.4 

2i.4  r 

1963 

9.8 

12.2 

18.5 

18.2 

13.2 

20.9 

1964 

9.5 

11.3 

18.9 

18.4 

31.4 

20.0 

1965 

9.7 

11.5 

16.4 

18.1 

14.3 

1 9.0 

1966 

7.9 

11.7 

17.8 

17.7 

13.0 

19.0 

1967 

9.05 

11  .2 

20.07 

17.2 

Nil 

18.3 

1968 

8.16 

11.9 

19.65 

16.9 

30.0 

18.0 

1969 

9.7 

11.9 

19.6 

16.3 

Nil 

18.0 

1970 

10.7 

11.7 

19.3 

16.0 

35.0 

18.0 

1971 

9.5 

11.6 

19.3 

16.0 

17.0 

18.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1971 


CAUSE 

Under 

15  yrs 

15-64 

65 

& over 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M*. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  . • 

• 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . . 

9 9 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  « . 

9 9 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

t •• 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

- 

6 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 

• e 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasns  . . . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

6 

3 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc*  • • 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis  ..  •• 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervoua  System 

• • 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  ..  . . 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  • . 

- 

- 

6 

- 

10 

6 

16 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  *.  *. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

16 

3 

1.6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Systems 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza  • • ••  ••  ••  •• 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Pneumonia  * * . . * 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  *.  •• 

• • 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

1 

7 

1 

Asthma  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

• • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

9 9 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  *. 

9 9 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

6 

- 

14 

9 

39 

41 

59 

50 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides: 

(a)  through  its  Health  Committee  the  following  services,  amongst  others,  - 
Health  Centres,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Health  Visiting, 

Hone  Nursing,  Doniciliary  Midwifery,  Ambulance,  Immunisation  against 
Infectious  Diseases; 

(b)  through  its  Education  Committee,  a School  Health  Service; 

(c)  through  its  Social  Services  Committee,  personal  social  services. 

The  Bedfordshire  and  Luton  Executive  Council  provides  the  Family 
Practitioner  Services. 

The  North  Nest  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  consultant 
and  hospital  services. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Much  is  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  by  immunisation. 
Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  are  dealt  with  in 
the  first  year  of  life  and  measles  in  the  second.  Necessary  re-inf orcement 
doses  are  given  at  about  five  years  of  ago. 

Vaccination  against  rubella  is  offered  as  a routine  to  girls  reaching 
their  twelfth  year,  and  arrangements  arc  being  made,  with  prescribed 
safeguards,  for  the  vaccination  of  women  of  child-bearing  age. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered,  where  appropriate,  to  children  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years. 

There  are  also  certain  activities  of  officers  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  which  are  important  in  the  prevention  and  control  of  infectious 
disease.  They  are  most  readily  recognisable  in  outbreaks  of  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  and  the  surveillance  of  contacts  returning  from  abroad, 
but  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  loss  spectacular  but  important 
routine  work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  and  housing. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  features  of  table  (a),  which  follows,  aro 
the  complete  absence  of  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  the  large  number 
of  cases  of  measles  and  the  solitary  notification  of  food  poisoning. 

The  absence  of  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  reflects  the  success  of 
immunisation  against  those  diseases,  while  the  fact  that  there  was  only 
one  case  of  food  poisoning  is  a ,ood  indication  of  the  success  of  the 
part  played  by  food  hygiene  measures.  The  increase  in  the  measles 
notifications  was  part  of  an  increase  throughout  the  Administrative 
County  in  which  measles  was  responsible  for  2,282  of  the  2,780 
notifications  received. 

It  can  reasonably  be  hoped  that  the  increasing  number  of  vaccinations 
taking  place  - 38  percent  of  the  children  born  in  the  year  1970  were 
vaccinated  - will  load  to  a significant  reduction  in  the  number  of 
notifications. 


(a)  Notifications  by  age  groups 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 

1-4 



5-9 

10-15 

Over 

15 

TOTAL 

MEASLES 

2 

3' 

44 

1 

2 

80 

SCARLET  FEVER 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

2 

FOOD  POISONING 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE 

1 

1 

T0T;JjS 

2 

31 

46 

1 

4 

84 

_J 
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(b)  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  eases  notified,  since  1362  and  the 
number  of  deaths  over  that  period. 


T 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pulmonary 

I Non-pulmonary 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Totals 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M F 

M F 

1962 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1964 

4 

5 

- 

3 

12 

- 

- 

- 

1965 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1966 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1969 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1970 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1971 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

The  mobile  chest  X-Ray  Unit  visits  Biggleswade  regularly  to  provide  a 
service  for  Local  Medical  Practitioners,  it  is  stationed  in  the  Railway  Station 
Yard  every  Tuesday  morning  between  11.15  a.m.  and  11.45  a.n. 
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REPORT  OF  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTHIN SPEC TOR 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER , 1971 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  - GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


The  following  inspections  were  made  and  nuisances  abated  or  defects 
remedied  by  informal  action. 


Public  Health  Acts  226 
Housing  Acts  60 
Improvement  Grants  62 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  47 
Pood  Premises  166 
Factories  28 
Caravan  Sites  11 
Civic  Amenities  Act  20 
Petrol  Regulations  8 
Infectious  Diseases  9 
Rodent  Control  13 
Clean  Air  Act  11 
Noise  Abatement  Act  10 
Unsound  Pood  5 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  20 
Building  Regulations  67 
Miscellaneous  58 


Notices  pointing  out  defects  or  contraventions  of  enactments 


i 

VERBAL 

WRITTEN 

i 

j Public  Health  Acts 

u 

| 

12  | 

j Housing  Acts 

6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

5 

7 1 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

2 

10 

Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 

9 

6 ! 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Act 

1 

1 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

— 

3 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

1 

5 

Clean  Air  Act 

3 

6 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

4 

2 

Factories  Act 

5 

RODENT  CONTROL 


One  hundred  and 
rodent  control  and 
sewers  was  carried 


twenty-six  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
treatment  undertaken  as  required.  One  test  baiting  of 
out. 
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POOD  PREMISES 


1.  SHOPS 

Number 



Visits  i 

! 

(a)  Bakehouses 

5 

| 

' 

12 

(b)  Confectioners 

5 

30 

(c)  Butchers 

8 

20  j 

(d)  Grocers 

16 

30 

(e)  Greengrocers 

6 

8 

i 

(f)  Supermarkets 

6 

22 

(g)  Fish  Shops 

8 

- - - 

10 

2.  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

i 

1 

1 

I (a)  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

5 

! 

14 

(b)  Canteens  (industrial) 

9 

9 

(c)  Hotels 

1 

5 

(d)  Club  Premises 

4 

2 

i 3.  LICENSED  PREMISES 

L_ - 

24 

6 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1971 
was  97. 


HEAT  HID  OTHER  FOODS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT 
FOR  HI3MA7  CONSUMPTION  AND  CONDEMNED 

The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  were  surrendered  voluntarily. 


Food 

Height 

Condition 

Frozen  Foods 

2460  lbs 

Food  became  unfrozen 

Fish 

17  lbs 

Putrefaction 

Meat 

56  lbs 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Foods 

4 lbs 

Damaged  tin  allowing 
mould  growth. 

0 
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.-qnflFJS  BTC.  TO  FOOD  PK3MISESS 


Premises  re-decorated  6 
General  structural  alterations  1 
General  structural  repairs  3 


HOUSING 

1.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 


(1) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects.  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

60 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made 

107 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

2 

(b) 

Number  (excluding  these  in  sub-para  2(a)  above  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

6 

2*  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  their  officers. 

3 - Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year; - 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs* 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices ;- 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957s- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
demolition  orders. 

(3)  Number  of  separate  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made.  3 

(4)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit.  - 


1 


1 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


There  were  eight  applications  received  during  the  year  for  Impi-ovenent  Grants 
(Discretionary)  and  ■twon.tjrtw©  applications  for  Standard  Grants.  These  figures 
again  show  an  increase  over  those  of  the  previous  year  and  emphasise  the  increase 
in  the  nunber  of  applications  received  since  the  increased  grants  were  made 
available  under  the  Housing  Act  1969. 

The  total  anount  of  grant  approved  towards  improvements  was  £3,088.00  for 
Improvement  Grants  and  £3,815.00  for  Standard  Grants.  Several  schemes  did  not 
reach  completion  during  the  year  and  as  a result  the  amounts  actually  paid 
were  £1,800.00  and  £1,441.77  respectively. 


FACTORIES  AMD  WORKSHOPS 


The  following  factories  and  workshops  are  registered: - 


Brewers  1 
Millers  3 
Motor  Vehicle  Engineers  7 
General  Engineers  18 
Joiners  3 
Plumbers  5 
Printers  2 
Boot  repairers  1 
Caravan  Manufacturers  3 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers  3 
Laundry  2 
Furniture  Manufacturer  1 
Lingerie  Manufacturer  1 
Bookbinding  1 
Bakehouses  5 
Miscellaneous  14 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  Inspections 


1 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted. 

i 

i 1.  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2, 3, 4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
j by  Local  Authorities. 

7 

3 

J 

_ 

i 2.  Factories  not 
j included  in  1 in 
j which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

63 

25 

5 

- 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

70 

28 

5 

1 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961  (CONTINUED.) 


2. 


Cases 


were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found 

xrtiich 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  II  .M. 
Inspector 

By  HJI* 
Inspector 

— prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  relating 
to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Section  1 33 


OUTWORK 


Outworkers  Listed  6 

Default  in  sending  lists  to  Council  - 

Prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply- 

lists 

Nature  of  Work  : Making  of  wearing  apparel. 
Section  134 

Instances  of  work  in  unwholesome 

prenises 

Notices  served  - 

Prosecutions  - 
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(Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Pronisos  Act9 


1963  cont/d.^ 


ACC  IDEM'S 


There  was  only  one  reported  accident  during  the  year.  This  involved  a school  cleane 
who  slipped'  and  fell  whilst  cleaning  a classroon.  The  accident  resulted  in  the  lady 
spraining  her  wrist. 

CONTRAVEMIONS 


Notices  of  Contraventions  of  various  provisions  of  the  Act. 


Verbal  7 
Written  5 
TOTAL  1 2 


Prosecutions 


ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS  FOUND 


Section  Contravention  No. 

4 Cleanliness  1 

5 Overcrowding  - 


6 Temperature  1 

7 Ventilation  - 

8 Lighting 

9 Sanitary  conveniences  2 

10  Washing  facilities  2 

11  Supply  of  drinking  _ 

water 

12  Clothing  accommodation  - 

13  Sitting  facilities  - 

14  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  - 


Section  C ont r avent i on  Kqo 

15  Eating  Facilities  - 

16  Floors,  passages,  2 
and  stairs 

1 7 Fencing  exposed 

parts  of  machinery  1 

18  Protection  of  young 

persons  from  dangerous 
_ machinery  - 

^ Training  of  young 

persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery  - 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy 

work  - 

24  First  Aid  - General 

Provisions  -2. 

TOTAL  1 2 


EXEMPTION  FROM  PROVISIONS  OF  V;jlI0US  SECTIONS 

No.  of  applications  received  NIL. 
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REFUSE  COLLECT  ION,  AND  DISPOS.JL 

I'iS  in  previous  years  refuse  collocbion  was  split  betwoon  diroct  labour  {.lO'/o)  and 
Contract  (30 $)•  The  introduction  of  an  incentive  schone  for  the  direct  labour 
collection  has  proved  most  satisfactory  and  an  excellent  service  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

Disposal  has  continued  to  be  in  the  form  of  controlled  tipping  at  Doepdale,  Sandy 
at  the  tip  operated  by  the  Biggleswade  Rural  District  Council  and  no  difficulties 
were  experienced. 

DRAINAGE  .AND  SEWAGE  BISPOS.dL 

The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  properties  is 
on  main  drainage  and  all  now  properties  completed  during  the  year  were  connected  to 
the  sewerage  system.  For  those  properties  not  connected  a cesspool  or  septic 
tank  emptying  service  is  available  on  request. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Furzcnhall,  which,  in  addition  to  the  sewage  from  the 
town,  takes  part  of  that  from  the  Northill  and  Caldecote  parishes  of  the  Biggleswade 
Rural  District  Council,  has  continued  to  operate  remarkably  well  in  view  of  the 
extremely  high  B.O.D.  of  the  crude  sewage  entering  the  works.  Experimental  work, 
involving  recirculation,  has  been  commenced  and  results  so  far  are  i-ost  encouraging. 

Sampling  has  commenced  on  the  trade  effluent  discharges  and  Agreements  will  eventually 
be  negotiated,  it  will  bo  necessary  to  obtain  dispensation  iron  Department  of  the 
Environment  in  respect  of  the  Biggleswade  Laundry  before  an  Agreement  can  be  nogotiatec 
and  suitable  conditions  in  respect  of  this  particular  effluent. 


It  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  to  extend  the  works  in  very  near  future  since  it 
operates  at  near  capacity  for  long  periods. 


HATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  in  the  area  by  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board  has  proved  satisfactory 
in  quantity  and  quality.  Host  of  the  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Board  s now 
Spring  Source  and  is  pumped  direct  from  Lower  Greensand.  It  requires  no  treatment 
other  than  iron  removal  and  chlorination. 

Results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water  and  samples  of 
the  water  from  various  points  in  the  distribution  system  taken  regularly  by  the 
Water  Board  have  all  been  sterile.  The  water  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic 
purity  and  is  not  plunbo  solvent. 

The  following  is  a chemical  analysis  of  treated  water  from  the  Nowspring 
Supply  (an  average  of  samples  taken  weekly). 
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Yry-r-r  ended  31  st  March,  1972. 


Works  Map  Reference 


Biggleswade 


Turbidity  (A.T.U.) 

Colour  (lias on  Units) 

Reaction  pll 

Electric  Conductivity  (Reciprocal  Megohms 
per  c.c.  at  20  a) 

Ammoniac al  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Chloride  as  Cl 

Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO- 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO^ 

Total  Hardness  as  CaCO^ 

Calcium  CaCO^ 

Magnesium  as  CaCCL 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Sulphate  as  30^ 

Iron  as  Fe 
Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 
Sodium  as  Na 
Pottassiun  as  K 
Manganese  as  Mn 
Fluoride  as  F 

Silica  (Molybdate  Reactive)  as  Si02 
Phosphate  as  P04 


Nil 

Nil 

7.31 

450 

0.02 

0.01 

0.19 

15 

172 

29 

201 

167 

34 

18 

37 

0.04 

None  found 
10 
4 

None  found 
0.27 
22 

Less  than 
0.05 


Engineer  and  Surveyor's  De 
Stratton  House, 

The  Baulk, 

Biggleswade, 

Beds . 
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